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One Project — Two Accolades

Chris Johns used ArchiCAD to “prove” his concept 
for a pavilion-style house in Levin, and received 
two NZIA Resene Local Awards for the project in 
2007: One for “Colour” and one for “Design.”

Auckland, May 8th 2008 - Chris Johns’ long and 
highly successful career as an architect began 
when he qualified in 1965. As practice principal, 
Chris’ pay roll once extended to a staff of 90 
employed on both commercial and residential 
architecture. After about 30 years on the 
drawing board, Chris down scaled his practice, 
made a transition to ArchiCAD, and has never 
looked back.

The freedom to create this award winning design 
came from his Levin clients, who wanted to move 
from their existing house into a smaller, but higher 
quality home. According to Johns, “the brief was re-
alistic about its objectives, without imposing too many 
architectural constraints.”

“Good architecture requires you to get very close to 
your client without being intrusive,” says Chris Johns 
of Johns Associates Architects, Waiheke Island. “To 
this day, I still use a sketch pad when communicating 
initial thoughts to clients in a personable way, but 
there is no substitute for ArchiCAD when it comes 
to proving the conceptual design — besides which, 
ArchiCAD is a hell of a lot of fun,” concludes Chris.

About Johns Associates Architects

Chris Johns specialises in new home design and reno-
vations in many parts of New Zealand, and works 
closely with his son, Peter Johns, of Melbourne archi-
tects: Antarctica Group. 

About Graphisoft

“The best way to predict the future is to invent it!” 
Alan Kay.1

Graphisoft is the pioneer and leader in developing 
Virtual Building™ solutions. It is widely acknowledged 
as the world’s #1 supplier of model-based software 
and services for the building industry. Our clients are 
at the forefront of the industry - delivering projects 
that are better designed, more predictable to con-
struct and less expensive to operate. 

1 Alan Kay. Inventor of Smalltalk - the inspiration behind 
windowing-based computer systems.

Graphisoft and ArchiCAD are registered trademarks of 
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