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Bethlehem Town Centre

ArchiCAD proves an invaluable productivity tool 
to IGNITE Architects in the realization of their 
design for a $25 million open-air, drive-through 
community orientated town centre shopping 
precinct on Tauranga’s northwest fringe.

Auckland, June 3rd 2008 - Bethlehem Town 
Centre opened to the public on Labour 
Weekend, 2007. Built adjacent to the existing 
Countdown supermarket on a former Kiwifruit 
farm, the design by IGNITE Architects features 
a central hospitality precinct of food outlets, 
cafés and restaurants with outdoor dining, all 
built around a grove of protected native trees. 
In all, accommodation has been provided for 75 
tenants on the 8ha site, including 60 retailers 
placed in clusters.

IGNITE Architects began the 15,000 sqm project with 
a team of six architects. However, due to efficiencies 
created with the use of ArchiCAD, this was able to be 
reduced by 50% during the construction documenta-
tion phase.

“With all the drawings efficiently derived from our 
ArchiCAD 3D model, we were able to increase the qual-
ity of our design, detailing and documentation service 
to the benefit of our client,” says Matt Gilliland, of 
IGNITE Architects Ltd.

About IGNITE Architects Limited

IGNITE Architects is an established Australasian ar-
chitectural practice with offices located in Auckland, 
Tauranga and Sydney; and a strong network of 
partners throughout the Pacific. IGNITE Architects 
successfully delivers both master planning and 
architectural projects throughout Australasia and the 
Pacific.

About Graphisoft

“The best way to predict the future is to invent it!” 
Alan Kay.1

Graphisoft is the pioneer and leader in developing 
Virtual Building™ solutions. It is widely acknowledged 
as the world’s #1 supplier of model-based software 
and services for the building industry. Our clients are 
at the forefront of the industry - delivering projects 
that are better designed, more predictable to con-
struct and less expensive to operate. 

1 Alan Kay. Inventor of Smalltalk - the inspiration behind 
windowing-based computer systems.

Graphisoft and ArchiCAD are registered trademarks of 
Graphisoft. All other trademarks are property of their 
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