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Mountain View House

ArchiCAD helps SGA Ltd breathe light, warmth & 
vitality into an award winning suburban home.

Auckland, July 1st, 2008 - The brief for the 
‘Mountain View House’ was to accommodate 
an elderly and very socially active couple, who 
required a house intimate enough to occupy 
by themselves yet able to cater for a constant 
stream of guests, whilst maximising views.

The building’s envelope allows light & warmth from 
the sun to penetrate deeply into the building in 
winter, despite the North-South elongated site & 
floor plan. Tiled, concrete floors and reverse block 
veneer walls provide thermal mass, with high levels 
of insulation to ensure energy efficiency. Fixed and 
sliding timber screens provide sun control and secure 
ventilation options. 

Architect Pat de Pont speaks positively of the ben-
efits ArchiCAD provided for the team at SGA: 

“With ArchiCAD we were able to maximise the value 
from the land and from the views. Height to boundary 
is always so critical in any urban site these days, and 
here is where the ‘Bulk & Location’ Cadimage Tools 
come into their own. Then, by bringing additional 
survey data into ArchiCAD, we were able to configure 
the joinery to frame the views; plus we were able to 
put a lot of focus into sun studies in order to create an 
effective passive solar design.”

About SGA Ltd  

Established in 1980, SGA has experience in a wide 
range of projects from beach houses, rural and urban 
houses, multi unit developments and extending to 
a range of commercial projects. SGA has enjoyed 
a number of awards and is well recognized within 
the industry for producing finely crafted buildings. 
Working with ArchiCAD, SGA’s excellent design team 
are committed to ensuring that superior architectural 
documents are produced. 

About Graphisoft

“The best way to predict the future is to invent it!” 
Alan Kay.1

Graphisoft is the pioneer and leader in developing 
Virtual Building™ solutions. It is widely acknowledged 
as the world’s #1 supplier of model-based software 
and services for the building industry. Our clients are 
at the forefront of the industry - delivering projects 
that are better designed, more predictable to con-
struct and less expensive to operate. 

1 Alan Kay. Inventor of Smalltalk - the inspiration behind 
windowing-based computer systems.

Graphisoft and ArchiCAD are registered trademarks of 
Graphisoft. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners.


